Glen Alpine Economic Drivers
Economic Drivers generate employment, investment, customers, and/or visitor activity.


Outdoor Recreation and Natural Assets
· Lake James and Lake James State Park 
· Catawba River and public river-access areas 
· Fonta Flora State Trail 
· Overmountain Victory State Trail 
· Linville Gorge Wilderness 
· South Mountains State Park 
· Wilson Creek Wild and Scenic River area 
· Proximity to Pisgah National Forest 
· Glen Alpine’s position as a gateway to the N.C. 181 recreation corridor 
· Proximity to Old Fort and its trail-based economy 
· River Pointe RV Park 
· Regional lodging, vacation rentals, campgrounds, and event venues
· Burke River Trail
· North Bend Access 
· Watermill Public Access

Manufacturing and Industry
· James Tool Machine & Engineering 
· UNIX Packaging 
· Greenworks 
· Chaddock Furniture 
· Leviton Manufacturing (previously Southern Devices)
· Other manufacturers in the Carbon City Road corridor 
· Burke Business Park and other nearby industrial properties 
· UNC Health Blue Ridge 
· Broughton Hospital 
· J. Iverson Riddle Developmental Center 
· Great Meadows Megasite — emerging regional opportunity
· Aumovio 

Retail, Services and Local Business
· Foxhole Pizza 
· Alpine Village 
· Dollar General 
· Compleat KiDZ 
· Peak Fitness and Physical Therapy 
· Thrifty Mart 
· The Mossy Rabbit
· Red Wagon Shop
· Downtown businesses and service providers 
· Home-based businesses and entrepreneurs 
· Available downtown commercial buildings and adaptive-reuse opportunities

Education and Workforce Development
· Western Piedmont Community College 
· North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics–Morganton 
· Burke County Public Schools 
· Work in Burke 
· The Industrial Commons 
· Career and technical education programs 
· Regional apprenticeship and workforce-training programs 
· Burke Development, Inc. 
· Burke County Chamber of Commerce

Tourism & Hospitality
· Perry’s Berry’s Vineyard and Winery 
· Blueberry Bistro at Perry’s Berry’s 
· Fonta Flora Brewery at Whippoorwill Farm 
· Silver Fork Vineyard and Winery 
· Silver Creek Golf Club 
· Bones Jones Burgers & Butchery 
· Glen Alpine Fourth of July Parade 
· Other regional festivals, events, wineries, breweries, and visitor attractions

Transportation, Infrastructure and Regional Access
· U.S. Highway 70 
· N.C. Highway 181 
· Proximity to Interstate 40 
· Norfolk Southern rail corridor 
· Proximity to Foothills Regional Airport 
· Access to Morganton and the larger Burke County employment and consumer market 
· Glen Alpine’s strategic location between Morganton and Lake James
